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SUBJECT: ATHENS NEWSPAPER REPORTS SECY KISSINGER AND CIA 
SECRETLY EQUIPPED TURKEY WITH ARMAMENTS THROUGH 
ITALIAN COMPANIES 
REF: ATHENS 1279 

1 . MASS CIRCULATION AFTERNOON NEWSPAPER TA NEA (LIBERAL, 
OPPOSITION) MARCH 12 CARRIES PROMINENT FROMT PAGE STORY 
UNDER THE HEADLINE "KISSINGER AND CIA SECRETLY SUPPLIED 
ARMS TO TURKEY THROUGH FIAT: A SCANDAL GREATER THAN 
LOCKHEED". THE STORY IS DATELINED ROME FROM TA NEA'S 
CORRESPONDENT YANNIS TSENIS. 

2. TEXT OF STORY (NOT YET PICKED UP BY ANY OTHER PAPER 
HERE) ALLEGES THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER ORDERED CIA TO 
FINANCE THE ITALIAN INDUSTRIALIST GIOVANNI AGNELLI, 
PRESIDENT OF FIAT, IN ORDER TO EQUIP THE TURKISH ARMED 
FORCES. THE REPORT STATES THAT THIS "DIRTY UNDERTAKING 
BY FIAT" COMMENCED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CONGRESSIONAL 
DECISION TO CUT OFF MILITARY AID TO TURKEY BECAUSE OF 
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A FEW DAYS EARLIER, ACCORDING TO TA NEA, A MEETING SUPPOSEDLY 
TOOK PLACE BETWEEN THE SECRETARY AND AGNELLI IN THE 
EXCELSIOR HOTEL IN ROME. SUBSEQUENTLY, FIAT AND 
OTHER LARGE ITALIAN PRIVATE BUSINESS CONCERSS ARE SAID TO 
HAVE BEGUN TO PROVIDE GREAT QUANTITIES OF MILITARY 
MATERIAL TO TURKEY INCLUDING BAZOOKAS, MILITARY VEHICLES, 
SPARE PARTS FOR AIRCRAFT AND TANKS. 

3. IN ADDITION, AND MORE IMPORTANTLY, THE STORY 
CONTINUED, ALITALIA - "A DAUGHTER COMPANY OF FIAT" 

PROVIDED TURKEY WITH F-104 AIRCRAFT AND ALSO REACHED 
AGREEMENT TO PROVIDE ANKARA WITH G-222 AIRCRAFT "WITH 
MONEY PROVIDED BY CIA". FINALLY, THE STORY ASSERTED, 

THE MILAN BASED HELICOPTER COMPANY "AUGUSTA" - 
ALLEGEDLY USING AS AN INTERMEDIARY ONE JOHN BENDA, 
SUPPOSEDLY AN AMERICAN CITIZEN WHO WAS SAID TO 
REPRESENT A TURKISH COMPANY CALLED "PANTURK", BEGAN 
TO PROVIDE HELICOPTERS TO THE TURKISH ARMY, NAVY AND 
GENDARMERIE. THE REPORT ASSERTS THAT JOHN BENDA HAS 
NOW DISAPPEARED. 

4. TA NEA CONCLUDES ITS ACCOUNT BY CLAIMING THAT 
TURKISH PRIME MINISTER DEMIREL ATTEMPTED TO PREVENT 
THE RESIGNATION OF TURKISH AIR FORCE CHIEF OF STAFF 
IN ORDER TO AVOID EXPOSING THIS "GREAT SCANDAL". 

5. (NOTE: TA NEA CORRESPONDENT YANNIS 

TSENIS IS THE SAME INDIVIDUAL WHO FILED THE RECENT 
STORY FROM ROME ON AMBASSADOR TASCA'S ALLEGED REMARKS 
ON CYPRUS - REFTEL.) 
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